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VOTES avo PROCEEDINGS, NovemBer Session, 18co. g1

®
. - . "N-E G A T 1-V E ; g’-‘ i
¥ Millard Mercer, Chapman Edmgndfon, Forman - Johnfon E. Davi
 Marer Blake, M:Pherfon, Dathiell, Addifon, Lowrey; Veasch
¥ Hanfon, . Eftep, Jones, - Sheredine, Quynn, Nelfon, . Gebharm. 2s.

t 2 Harwood . . ]
! So i1t was refolved in the affirmative.

The clerk of the fenate delivers the bill to empower the judges of the court of appeals to reinftate the caufe
of Job Garretfon againft Richard Cole, endorfed; ¢ By the fenate, December 19, 1800 : Upon reconfideration
« will pafs.

pals « By order, W. S. GREEN, clk.”
| Ordered to be engroffed. |

The refolution in favour of the chancellor, endorfed ; ¢ By the fenate, December 19, 1800: Réad the firft and
« {econd time by efpecial order and aflented to,

“ By order, W. S. GREEN, clk.”-
The refolution in favour of the fecurities of Dennis Griffith, and the refolution in faveur of the fecurities of ¥
William S. Bond, feverally endorfed; ¢ By the fenate, December 19, 1800: Read the firlt time zad ordered ;
| ¢ to lic on the table, &
. ¢« By order, W. S. GREEN, clk.
« By the fenate, December 19, 1800: Read the fecond time by efpecial order and affented to, - S
“ By order, W. S. GREEN, clk.”

The journal of accounts, endorfed; ¢ By the fenate, December 19, 180c: Read the firlt and fecond time by

|« éfpecial order and affented to. , ) 7

. “ By order, W. S. GREEN, ¢lk.”

3 The bill for the payment of the journal of accounts, endorfed; « By the fenate, December 1g, 1800 : Read
- ¢ the firfl time and ordered to lie on the table. T i

vg‘: -

« By order, W. S. GREEN, clk,
b« By the fenate, December 19, 1800: Read the fecond time by efpecial order and will pafs.

« By order, ' W. S. GREEN, clk.”

Ordered to be engrofled.
The following meflage :
By THe SE N A T E, DeceMser 19, 18co.
GENTLEMEN,
| WE have finifhed the bufinefs before us, and are now ready to clofe the feffion. I agrecable to you, the
governor will be requefted to attend immediately in the fenate chamber to fign and feal the engroffed biils,
. : By order, W. S. GREEN, clk.
The bill to alter fuch parts of the conftitution and form of government as relate to voters and the qualification
of voters, and the following meffage: ‘
By tne SENATE, DecemBer 19, 182,
GENTLEMEN,

WE decline to recede from the principle of our firlt amendment to your bill, entitled, An 2¢t to alter fuch parts
of the conftitution and form of government as relate to voters and the qualification of voters, And we regret that
your me{lage of this day is of fuch a nature as to make it neceflary for us to offer any further obfervations oun this
occafion. Difcuffions on fubjeéts of this kind {cldom produce conviftion in either branch of the legiflature.
The queltion, what qualifications ought to entitle a perfon to {uffrage? furnifhes fcope for the moft diffufive and
endlefs differtation.  Such difcuffions are never defired by us, and are particularly incounvenient at this late pe-
tiod of the feffion. We confider fociety to be inftituted for the promotion of the general felicity/—And in our
community we believe that objet will be beft promoted by a ftrict adherence to the principle before quoted by
us from the bill of rights, and by making the right of fuflrage depend upon the concurrence of the three requi-
fites therein ftated, viz. property.in, a common intereft with, and an attachment to, the cofnmunity. This we
intended, and thought we had effefted by our firt amendment. Can a perfon, who has no affeflable property
whatever, be confidered as poffefing, within the meaning and {pirit of the bill of rights, the two ficft of thofe ¥
requifites? Or can the mere circumftance of a year’s refidence in the county, (the qualification propofed by you.) ‘
be viewed as any conclufive evidence ot the laft?

We do not oppofe your principle from an apprehenfion of its producing very extenfive and feridffs evils at the
prefent day, but we extend our views to future times, when an immenfe increafe of population may and will
take place in our country, and when a confiderable proportion of that population will probably be, as we find it
in all other countries, deftitute of property, and without fufficient virtue and knowledge to refift the arts, the
corruptions and the impofitions of ambitious men, defirous of raifing themfelves to power, even onéhe ruins of
public liberty and happinefs. Thefe apprehenfions are not vifionary. ‘They are founded upon the &galrience of

paft ages. That liberty is the common and matural right of all men, no good man will deny. #MFwe do not
confider natural liberty, and the right of {uffrage, as the fame thing. The latter is an adventition$ right, de-
rived not from a ftate of nature, but fociety., Admitting all men to be equally free by nature, it does not fol-
' low,
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